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W_.THER '

The week started out,on the cool'side Full scale

but ended hot and humid. Sgattered thun-

dershowers occurred both at the beginning

and toward the end of _ geek?" R_[%hfall

varied from a little or[ nothing up to a

couple of inches. Average temperatures

ranged from one to three degrees below

normal.
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GENERAL

The hot, humid weather allowed crop

growth to progress ahead of normal. Row

crops in some northern and eastern coun-

ties were stressed due to hot winds and

short topsoil moisture supplies_ Hail and

high winds have damaged crops in scattered

areas across the State during the past few

weeks. Winter "wheat harvest _2rogr4ssed

rapidly last week with the western coun-

ties just getting into full swing.` Other

activities consisted of irrigation, oats

harvest, soybean Weed con£rol, scouting

row crops for insects, hervesting'hay and

tillage of wheat and_ oats stubble. The

number of days suitable for fieldwork

averaged 6.0 days for Nebraska.

Topsoil moisture rated 31%.short, 63%

adequate and 6% surplus, subsoil moisture

rated 12% short, 86% adequate and 2%

surplus. A year ago, topsoil moisture

rated 42% short, 55% adequate and 3%

surplus. Subsoil suppl_@@werel0% short,

85% adequate and 5% surplus.

CROPS

Winter wheat ripening was nearly

complete at 98%, same as last year but

ahead of the 86% average. Good drying

conditions across most of the State last

week allowed harvest to progress rapidly.
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cutting began An the west.

Statewide, wheat harvest stood at 85%

complete compared to 90% last year and 71%

average ." _ " •

Corn crop condition rated 73% good

and 27% excellent. The corn crop was

reported to be looking very good with some

fields being treated for corn rootworm

beetles and western bean cutworms. Corn

silking progressed to 60% complete com-

pared to 51% last year and 22% average.

The first reports of corn An the dough

stage stood at 5%, ahead of last year and

the average.

So[bean condition rated ll% fair, 63%

good and 26% excellent. Soybeans blooming

advanced to 70%, equai to last year but

ahead of the 46% average. First reports

of soybeans podding stood at 15% compared

to 11% last year and 4% average. Spraying

and ro_guing soybean fields for weeds

continued.

Sorghum condition rated 11% fair, 55%

good and 34% excellent. Sorghum heading

advanced to 15% compared to 9% last year

and 2% average. Sorghum heading was most

advanced in east central and southeast.

The second cutting of alfalfa reached

80% complete compared to 72% last year and

58% average. Third cutting of alfalfa had

begun with 5% complete, ahead of last year

and the average. Oats harvest advanced to

60% complete, same as last year but ahead

of the average of 49%.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

6% short, 90% adequate and 4% surplus.

Livestock were doing well with spraying

for flies beginning as fly numbers in-

creased.

[ Precipitation, April 1 - July 17,'1987

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total pas£ week ...'._'..._'. _' .40 '.44 .46 .86 .46 .53 .25 .39

Total since April 1 ....... 8.85 9.52 8.06 9.67 9.87 12.18 12.65 15.05

Normal since April 1 ..... 9.82 ll.lO 12.95 12.16 13.76 10.06 12.18 14.43
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